Top tips to make you a better
photographer!
1: Holding the camera or phone
Make an A frame with your arms to keep the camera still, avoid holding the camera out at arm’s length as this will
introduce camera shake into you images and make it harder to frame and compose your shot. It’s also very tiring on
the arms!

2: Focusing
If you are using a camera try switching off the auto focus and manually focus the lens so you can choose what you
want in focus rather than what the camera wants in focus. If you’re using a phone, tap the part of the screen where
you want the image to be sharp. By having some areas sharp and others out of focus you can create depth in the
photo and really direct the viewer to the point of interest. There are also some apps available that offer even more
control over the camera settings on phones and tablets, so give them a try if you want more functionality.

3: Exposure
Exposure is the amount of light coming into the camera or device. Exposure is controlled by shutter speed and the
lens’s aperture (how wide the opening in the lens is). Shutter speed and aperture then determine how bright or dark
the final picture is. If you’re using a camera, then try taking it off auto and experiment with different shutter speeds
and apertures to create different looks or feel of image. Do you want your image to be dark and moody or light and
airy? Smart phones and tablets also use auto exposure as a default but you can manually adjust the exposure, all
devices have slightly different ways of doing this so have an experiment to see how your device achieves this.

4: Think about the light
Try to get the subject of your images side-lit or back-lit as this will create shadows and highlights to show off texture
to best effect. Flat top light (normally midday sun) will flatten off texture and give a less dynamic image.

5: Ready to take the picture?
If you’re using a camera, squeeze down on the shutter button rather than jabbing down on it - this will ensure the
camera doesn’t move and add shake into the image or change your composition and framing. If you’re using a phone
try using the volume buttons to take the picture so you can keep both hands on the camera, and again, squeeze the
button to avoid shake and camera movement.

6: Leave the filters off!
Most cameras and phones have built-in filters to create different effects but these are best applied after you’ve
taken the photo in normal mode. Afterwards, you can better judge what, if any, effects or tweaks need to be made
rather than applying them when you take the image and never being able to change your mind later. You can also
use computer-based software to work on your images after taking them, with Photoshop probably being the most
famous, but there are lots of other less complicated apps out there. The same also goes for phones and tablets, there
are apps available to let you manipulate and tweak to your hearts content…but resist the temptation to go overboard
with these effects! If your image is interesting it should stand on its own without the need for extreme filters to give it
interest.

7: Experiments
Digital cameras give us the opportunity to take lots of pictures and instantly see the results, so get experimenting
with how you frame images and the direction of the light within them - you can then edit them down to the best ones
later. The editing process will also help you better understand what and why you prefer one image to another.

8: Always be ready
Try to always have a camera with you, be mindful to your surroundings and keep training yourself to look for something of interest that might make a good photo. This could be some fantastic flower that has just come into bloom
with wonderful warm late afternoon sunshine streaming across it or a ray of light bursting through a stormy sky full
of dark brooding rain clouds.
Remember the best camera is the one in your hand!
Good luck and get out there taking wonderful pictures!
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